




for everything from local flights up to long
XC flights – both open distance and
closed-circuit ones! The general consensus
out there has always been that LTF 1-2
wings were good for local flights, and all
right for downwind XC flying. However, the
Kantega XC joins a very select club of in-
termediate wings offering the rare com-
bination of high passive safety AND the
good glide performance in accelerated flight
so critically necessary for into-wind or cross
wind gliding. In other words it is just what
you need to complete that FAI triangle you
have been working on all season, yet not
too much of a handful for relaxed top-to-
bottom glides.

The challenge
According to UP R&D boss Stephan
Stieglair, building a glider for the LTF 1-2/EN
B segment is the most challenging task of
all in paraglider design. This is due to the
fact that there are so many conflicting goals
involved. 
“When I design a new comp wing I can fo-
cus almost entirely on the performance,
whereas an LTF 1-2 wing must have han-
dling agile enough to make it fun to fly for
young and dynamic pilots, yet not so
twitchy that more timid pilots feel over-
whelmed in the air. In other words it must
be fun to do wingovers on, but it can nev-
er be so dynamic as to feel as if it is doing
them on its own accord.”
With the Kantega XC we feel we have
struck that balance, building a wing with fun
and dynamic handling AND a very reas-
suring feel to it.

Thoroughbred heritage
The new Kantega XC is the latest branch
on the new UP family tree that started with

the Trango 3 and was fol-
lowed by the Summit XC.
It uses Stephans’ Hybrid
Synergy Airfoil just as the

Summit XC, and has inherited this wings’
amazing performance, but it combines the
performance increase with a very forgiv-
ing behaviour in all situations. We think that
this is THE approach to paraglider design
– we want you to feel good about your
passion for free flight!
The target group
The Kantega XC was designed for inter-
mediate pilots with a yearning for thermal-
and XC adventures. Its forgiving nature cou-
pled with very efficient thermalling char-
acteristics, and its awe-inspiring glide at all
speeds right up to the impressive 53km/h
top speed, make it the perfect companion

LTF 1-2/EN B



Performance in the LTF 1-2/EN B segment
The performance is another side of the bar-
gain where there are some almost mutu-
ally incompatible goals in the design of a
good LTF 1-2/EN B wing. The majority of
pilots in this segment are weekend warriors
seeking a wing that will be fun and safe to
fly, yet if they always land before their mates,
or their wing gets a reputation of not glid-
ing as well as the competitors, then the
pride of ownership suffers and it isn’t so
attractive to own the wing. Besides, recent
years have seen a surge in long XC flights

done on wings in this segment, and we at
UP applaud this tendency – after all, why
fly something more demanding if you can
do your FAI triangle on a super safe LTF
1-2/EN B wing?

Optimised glide and handling through BTS
The very precise handling and the im-
pressive glide performance exhibited by the
new UP Kantega XC is to a large degree
due to the UP BTS system, a means of at-

taching the brake lines to the trailing
edge that was originally developed for the
UP competition wings, but which has
since filtered down through the ranks to
a position where it is now employed on
most UP wings. The BTS allows our de-
signers to optimise the trailing edge for glid-
ing, with very little tension built in, and only
have the tension appear when it is need-
ed. Trailing edge tension is important for
collapse resistance and
for handling, but too
much of it and the per-
formance suffers. This
is where the BTS system makes a differ-
ence – it allows us to make the trailing edge
tension variable so that it is only there when
the pilot wants to change course, or is fly-
ing through turbulence. Thus the handling
becomes that of a wing with a very tight
trailing edge whilst the glide is that of a wing
optimised for gliding – the best of both
worlds in a nutshell! Finally the BTS system
has allowed us to reduce the amount of
line used for the brake fan – this reduces
the drag and increases performance.
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Leading edge design – ASS for perfect
leading edge shape and easy folding
Settling down for a long-term relationship
with a Kantega XC is made easy by a num-
ber of little design features, where the new
leading edge design is but one of them. An
explanation: As performance figures in
paragliding in general just keep increasing,
things like a well-defined leading edge at all
speeds become ever more important. Most
of our competitors are going down a path
of steadily increased complexity of the lead-
ing edge design, incorporating more and
more stiffening material to keep the nose
in shape. This in turn has meant that new
designs must generally be packed in the
time-consuming accordion fashion, simply
to reduce the wear on the Mylar leading
edge reinforcement. At UP we think this
is the wrong direction to take; all that My-
lar tends to snag in the lines if you have a
deflation, and besides we think paragliding
should be easy and that
packing should be quick
and easy even in a stiff
breeze. Our weapon of
choice in this regard on the Kantega XC
is a refined version of the ASS system – lit-
tle nylon battens sewn into the leading edge
at each cell wall, serving to keep the shape
of the leading edge at all speeds, and to
keep cell openings wide open during in-
flation. The ASS battens are unsusceptible
to folding damage – you can fold your Kan-
tega XC exactly as you always have with
older designs, as long as you don’t fold the
leading edge inside the final package (see
instruction manual).
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The Kantega XC at a glance:

• Summit XC sibling, with great climb-
ing, gliding, handling and safety charac-
teristics.

• Incredible speed range with a top
speed of +53km/h – this translates to
15km/h increase on the speed bar!

• Top performance, better than any-
thing else currently available in the
class

• Launches like a school glider, only bet-
ter!

• Sits squarely in the middle of the LTF
1-2 class

• Relatively lightweight without com-
promising anything in terms of
longevity

• New optimised speed system

• Optimised line layout, with un-
sheathed lines in the upper cascades

• New “Load Management” D-line lay-
out to transfer variable loads more ef-
fectively in turbulent air

• Further UP specific features:
- Hybrid Synergy Airfoil (HSA)
- Brake Tension System (BTS)
- Airfoil Stabilising System (ASS)
- Load Management D-line geometry

(LMD)
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Materials

Fabric

• Top sail (front): NCV Porcher Marine 9092 E85A 45 g/m2

• Top sail (rear) / Bottom sail: NCV Porcher Marine 9017 E38A 40 g/m2

• Ribs: NCV Porcher Marine 9017 E29A 40 g/m2

Lines and Riser Links and Reinforcements

Edelrid 7950 King Snaps

Edelrid 8000U Delta 3,5 Links
Polyester 24 mm

Dimension
Polyant

 

Included in delivery

• Ergonomic Backpack Detailed Operating Instructions

• Speed System Portfolio
• Inner Bag and Riser Bag Sticky Cloth

• Compression Tape UP Sticker and UP Giveaway

Size Größe XS S M L

Surface area flat [m2] Fläche ausgelegt [m2] 23,5 26,4 28,9 31,1

Surface area projected [m2] Fläche projeziert [m2] 19,9 22,4 24,5 26,4

Flat span [m] Spannweite ausgelegt [m] 11,5 12,2 12,7 13,2

Projected span [m] Spannweite projeziert [m] 8,9 9,5 9,9 10,3

Flat aspect ratio Streckung ausgelegt 5,6 5,6 5,6 5,6

Projected aspect ratio Streckung projeziert 4,0 4,0 4,0 4,0

Chambers/cells Anzahl Kammern 54 54 54 54

Total line length incl. Brake [m] Leinenlänge ges.incl. Bremse [m] 339 359 376 390

Total # of lines incl. Brake Leinenanzahl incl. Bremse 222 222 222 222

Line dimensions [mm] Leinendurchmesser [mm] 0,8 - 0,9 - 1,3 - 1,6

Glider weight [kg] Schirmgewicht [kg] ca. 5,1 ca. 5,5 ca. 5,9 ca.6.3

Trimspeed/Top Speed [km/h] Vtrim/Vmax [km/h] 38/53 38/53 38/53 38/53

Takeoff weight [kg] Startgewicht [kg] 60-75 70-90 85-105 100-125

LTF Category LTF Kategorie 1-2 1-2 1-2 1-2

EN Category EN Kategorie B B B B

Description Beschreibung Intermediate

Technical Specifications
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UP International GmbH
Kreuzeckbahnstrasse 7 | 82467 Garmisch-Partenkirchen | Germany

Tel. +49 (0) 88 21-73099 0 | Fax: +49 (0) 88 21 73099 16 

info@up-paragliders.com | www.up-paragliders.com
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